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Kay’s World: 
Kids, Kites and Chaos

By Cherie Silvera

6:30 a.m. – Kay Tauscher brews up a 
strong pot of coffee for herself 
and toasts a bagel for her 10-
year-old daughter Jesse, whose 
nose is buried in the latest 
Harry Potter book.

6:45 a.m. – Kay re-emerges into the 
kitchen with 4-year old Beau 
clinging to her in his pj’s and 
obviously reluctant to wake-up. 
Curled up in fetal position, he 
opens one eye and begs to stay 
home from school. His pleas go 
unheeded and he bursts into 
tears. Kay cuddles and comforts 
him with promises of how 
much fun he’ll have in school. 

7:00 a.m. –Seven-year-old Max 
shuffl es into the kitchen with 
his clothes inside out and asks 
for cereal. He and Beau bicker 
over who gets to play Gameboy.

7:15 a.m. – Casey, Kay’s husband, 
grabs the lunch Kay has packed 
for him and heads off to his 
construction job.

7:45 a.m. – Kay bundles everyone 
up and herds the kids into the 
Eurovan to be driven off to the 
public Montessori school.

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. – Finally, 
Kay has seven short hours 
to herself to answer emails, 
prepare ads, plan future clinics, 
and head out to the fl ying site 
to launch her fl edgling paraglid-
ing school.

Welcome to the daily life of 
Kay Tauscher: mother, wife, 
entrepreneur, environmental 
engineer, realtor, paragliding 
instructor and proprietor of Peak 
to Peak Paragliding. 

Some would consider it unnatural for a 
mother of young children to take such 
risks as are inherent to free fl ying, unfemi-
nine to become so consumed by a sport, 
and fi nancially irresponsible to expect 
to support a family with the earnings of 
a budding paragliding school. Kay, and 
those who know her well, would disagree.

Perhaps Kay embodies what makes our 
community of pilots so eclectic yet so ap-
pealing. We are a motley crew from dif-
ferent walks of life, all of whom share this 
passion for fl ight. It is the friendships with 
like-minded people that complete our fl y-
ing experience, and it’s people like Kay 
who make our community richer. 

It was only a few years ago, back in 2000, 
that Kay fi rst experienced paragliding, 
when a friend treated her to a tandem 
fl ight in Aspen, Colorado. Kay was a reluc-
tant participant fi lled with anxiety right 
up until she was hooked into the glider, 
but the minute her feet left the ground 
everything fell into place. Another instant 
addiction… Later that day she signed up 
herself and her husband Casey for a P1 
course, and her fate was sealed. 

Then the juggling act began. On fl ying 
days the two older kids stay with their fa-
ther, who shares custody and lives down 
the road from their North Boulder home. 
Kay and Casey fi nd a babysitter for their 
son Beau, or they take turns fl ying and 
keeping an eye on their toddler. 

As Kay progressed in her fl ying she real-
ized that although she was receiving 
good instruction her gut feeling was that 
women learn in a different way, and hav-
ing a female instructor or mentor was a 
component she was lacking in her growth 
as a pilot. One example: Early in her fl y-
ing a botched series of launches resulted 
in a frustrated crying fi t, an emotional 
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outburst with which her male instructor 
wasn’t able to cope. Perhaps a female in-
structor would have been more successful 
in coaxing a strong launch, or at least been 
more compassionate with the way we girls 
occasionally need to express ourselves 
(through tears!). Kay also felt from the 
fi rst that women have a natural sensibil-
ity for fl ying, and she regretted the lack of 
women pilots in the paragliding commu-
nity. These observa-
tions and realizations 
planted a seed in her 
mind: Perhaps some-
day she could help 
other women enter 
the sport, and fi ll the 
role of female mentor 
or instructor that she 
had longed for during 
her training. 

Through her fl ying 
Kay has experienced a 
metamorphosis with 
her entire life. Having discovered such a 
passion in herself for the fi rst time, her 
eyes have been opened to the world, and 
suddenly anything seems possible. Simply 
being well-educated and living a con-
ventional life as a suburban mother and 
environmental engineer is no longer sat-
isfying. Self-described as suffering from 

attention defi cit disorder, 
and a loyal consumer of 
energy drinks such as Red 
Bull, she requires a lot of 
activity to fi nd self-ful-
fi llment. Although being 
a mother is her foremost 
priority, she is expand-
ing other aspects of her 
life. At the age of 43, 
she has taken up the 
piano, started writing 
creatively about her 
fl ying experiences, and 
recently bought an 
RV to accommodate 
her family while she’s 
out chasing thermals 

around the country. When 
people point out that it’s irresponsible for 
a mother to take on the risks associated 
with fl ying, Kay responds: “I’ve decided 
to be true to myself, and show my kids 
how to live life fully. To not fl y—or to not 
attempt anything—because of fear is not 
what I want to teach them. It’s all about 
risk management, and as a mother I tend 
to be more conservative so I can come 
home in one piece to enjoy the other as-

pects of my life. I will 
probably never be a 
great pilot, because I 
have other needs that 
demand my time, but I 
still want to be as good 
as possible within the 
limitations of what my 
family demands.”

Kay has fully commit-
ted herself to para-
gliding and has been 
on a fast learning 
curve since day one. 

Traveling all over our hemisphere from 24-
hour-a-day fl ying in Alaska’s Girdwood, 
to guaranteed XC conditions in Mexico’s 
Valle de Bravo, and recently competing 
in the U.S. National Championships in 
Telluride, Kay has sought out any kind of 
fl ying within her reach. She has quickly 
moved up the ranks of qualifi cations and 

Kay in a nutshell
(actually a box):

Mentor: Chris Santacroce 
(awesome instructor and 
incredible pilot)

Role models: Cherie Silvera 
and Kari Castle (kickass 
women pilots!) & the entire 
crew of Aspen tandem pilots/
instructors (all great pilots) 

Goals: To create the highest 
quality school for paraglid-
ing instruction with a strong 
emphasis on the needs of 
women pilots, and to be a 
great mom.

Best Flight: The 6000’ 
vertical sled ride at almost 
midnight from Eagle Glacier 
in Girdwood, Alaska in June 
of 2003 with Midnight Sun 
Paragliding—and the heli-
copter ride to get to launch! 
[photo: Kay launching off 
Eagle Glacier.jpg Caption: Kay 
launching off Eagle Glacier] 
This is closely followed by 
my fi rst thermaling/XC fl ight 
in Valle de Bravo, Mexico, in 
January of 2002. Some fl ights 
you just never forget.

Gliders: Gin Oasis (small) & 
Ozone Mac Daddy 
tandem (44)

Favorite ice cream: Cherry 
Garcia & Java Chip

In the right hands and with 

skillful guidance, this boundless 

energy that so many newcomers 

pour into our sport benefi ts us all, 

and helps paragliding grow and 

gain recognition and respect.  
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currently possesses P4, T3 and instructors 
ratings. In spite of skepticism from critics 
who don’t believe that it is prudent for 
a pilot to progress so rapidly, Kay credits 
her qualities as a woman and a mother 
with keeping her fl ying decisions safe and 
thoughtful. Witnessing several serious 
accidents early in her fl ying career reaf-
fi rmed how unforgiving the sport can be 
and helped mold Kay into a pilot where 
safety, good decision making and striv-
ing for excellence are her mandates.

While struggling with her near-addiction 
to paragliding, learning to accept the in-
herent dangers, raising kids, and juggling 
her marital relationship, she found a men-
tor and friend in Chris Santacroce. Kay is 
grateful to him for lending an ear, and of-
fering sound advice that helped turn her 
dream of launching a fl ying school into 
reality. Kay says, “Meeting Chris was a 
turning point in my fl ying. He assured me 
that I could get an instructor rating with 
my P3, encouraged me to pursue that goal, 
and showed confi dence in me.”

We have all seen or heard of a rookie pilot 
who believes he or she has just discovered 
Nirvana, and that everyone (including 
non-pilots) should share in this excite-
ment for free-fl ight. This early-in-your-fl y-
ing blind enthusiasm, thinking you have 
discovered an untapped goldmine, has 
resulted in hours of soaring videos, and 
thousands of photos, books and articles 

about personal fl ying experiences. 
A few are gems, but most are dread-
fully dull. Nonetheless, in the right 
hands and with skillful guidance, 
this boundless energy that so many 
newcomers pour into our sport ben-
efi ts us all, and helps paragliding 

grow and gain recognition and respect. 
Kay is not naïve, but she has found a pas-
sion for fl ying that she wants to share in 
an intelligent and safe manner with those 
who are willing to learn.

Three and one-half years after taking her 
fi rst fl ight, Kay has jumped into the fray 
with both feet, combining her business 
management skills with her passion, and 
has opened up Peak to Peak Paragliding, 
her female-owned and operated paraglid-
ing school in Boulder, Colorado. She feels 
the Boulder/Denver area is an untapped 
market of outdoor enthusiasts, and plans 
to market her school to the mainstream. 
She acknowledges that it has been daunt-
ing not to have any income for the last 
six months while launching the school, 
but she feels she is a savvy business per-

son with a background in project man-
agement and can make it work. Through 
collaboration with some of America’s 
top pilots and instructors, Peak to Peak 
Paragliding is offering maneuvers clin-
ics, all-women’s clinics, and XC clinics, 
while Kay herself is instructing her be-
ginner and intermediate students. Her 
school is dedicated to safety and quality 
instruction, and excellence is demanded 
from anyone who steps into the air under 
Kay’s tutelage. In addition to improving 
her own fl ying, Kay’s foremost personal 
and professional goal is to provide guid-
ance and instruction to other female pi-
lots entering or progressing in the sport, 
something she wishes had been available 
to her when she fi rst began to learn. 

Cherie Silvera is a member of the U.S. 
paragliding team, an adventure fi lmmak-
er by profession, and an occasional writer 
of paragliding tidbits. She is sponsored by 
Advance-USA, and loves a good day out 
fl ying with the girls.
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